CL CV 4900 002/CLCS 4900 004 Special Topics: Cleopatra: Life & After
Spring Semester 2025
M/W, 1:25 PM-2:45 PM
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The Life and Afterlife of Cleopatra
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Instructor: Dr. Jordan Johansen			
Email: jordan.johansen@utah.edu		
Office Hours: Tuesdays 1:30-3:00 PM or by appointment	 
Office Location: LNCO 1228
	
Required Course Materials
· All course materials will be provided on Canvas

Course Description
Cleopatra is one of history's most notorious figures—a quintessential femme fatale who has captivated the cultural imagination for over 2,000 years. Born to a lineage fraught with political strife, she ascended to power during one of the most turbulent eras in human history, marked by Roman civil wars and the decline of Alexander the Great’s empires. Her life was a tapestry of political intrigue, seduction, power struggles, murder, and ultimately, tragedy.

However, Cleopatra's narrative extends beyond her individual experiences. After her death, her story was co-opted by her enemies, and her legacy has since been shaped by the complex intersections of gender, race, and politics. In this class, we will delve into how Cleopatra's identity and actions were constructed and reconstructed through the lenses of these critical themes, examining both her historical reality and the myths that have emerged around her.




Course Outcomes 
By the end of this course, you will be able to: 
· Evaluate Cleopatra’s reign within its own context as well as its legacy in the intervening c. 2000 years;
· Critically analyze primary and secondary sources, especially keeping in mind the multiple and often conflicting perspectives and motivations of the sources;
· Understand how cultural tropes develop in the longuee durée.

Assignments and Grades
Attendance, Participation, Presentations		30%
Primary Source Portfolio				15%
Midterm Paper 					15%
Afterlife Portfolio					15%
Documentary Film Analysis			10%
Final Reflection					5%
Special Collections Response 			5%
UMFA Visit Response				5%

Grading Scale
	A
	100% - 93%

	A-
	92.9% - 90%

	B+
	89.9%–87%

	B
	86.9%–83%

	B-
	82.9% - 80%

	C+
	79.9%–77%

	C
	76.9%–73%

	C-
	72.9% - 70%

	D+
	69.9%–67%

	D
	66.9%–63%

	D-
	62.9% - 60%

	E
	59.9%–0%


University Policies
https://cte.utah.edu/instructor-education/syllabus/institutional-policies.php 







Preliminary Course Schedule
Week 1: January 6-8 – Introduction 
M		Introduction to Class, Syllabus, Course Expectations; Who are the Ptolemies?
W		Overview of Ptolemaic Egypt
Week 2: January 13-15 – Ptolemaic Egypt
M		Setting the Scene—Alexandria, Mediterranean Politics
W		Egyptian Queens & Goddesses
Week 3: January 20-22 – Becoming a Queen
M		MLK Day, NO CLASS
W		The Early Years
Week 4: January 27-29 – Cleopatra & Caesar 
M		Cleopatra & Caesar, Civil War
W		Cleopatra & Motherhood, Isis; At Rome
Week 5: February 3-5 – Cleopatra’s Reign in Egypt
M		Cleopatra’s Image
W		Cleopatra and Ecological Crisis
Week 6: February 10-12 – Cleopatra & Antony; Battle of Actium
M		Cleopatra & Antony—Politics in the Mediterranean, The Donations of Alexandria
W		Battle of Actium Source Criticism
Week 7: February 17-19 –Cleopatra’s Death
M		President’s Day, NO CLASS
W		Cleopatra Death
Week 8: February 24-26—Roman Perspectives on Cleopatra
M		Romans Take Egypt
W		Roman Egyptomania
Week 9: March 3-5
M		Roman Sources on Cleopatra; Dido
W		Nubian Queens, PRIMARY SOURCE PORTFOLIOS & MIDTERM ESSAYS DUE
Week 10: March 9-16 SPRING BREAK, no classes

Week 11: March 17-19– Medieval & Renaissance
M		Medieval and Arabic Cleopatras 
W		Renaissance Cleopatras
Week 12: March 24-26 – Shakespeare
M		Antony & Cleopatra #1
W		Antony & Cleopatra #2
Week 13: March 31-April 2 –Egyptomania/Orientalism
M		Literature, Art
W		Film
Week 14: April 7-9 —Elizabeth Taylor as Cleopatra
M		Elizabeth Taylor #1: The Film
W		Elizabeth Taylor #2: The Response
Week 15: April 14-16-Modern Cleopatras & Pop Culture
M		Black Cleopatras
W		Feminist Cleopatras
Week 16: April 2
M		Wrap Up & Review, AFTERLIFE PORTFOLIO DUE
Final Exam Period: Thursday, April 24-Wednesday, April 30
TBD: 	DOCUMENTARY FILM ANALYSIS & FINAL REFLECTION DUE
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